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Letter from Father David 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

I am writing a word of encouragement to you, during this time of 

uncertainty. I can only image that many of are of you and your loved ones 

are experiencing fear and anxiety at this time. There is so much uncertainty, 

and confusion. I am sure some of you are feeling the loss of things that we 

do often have taken for granted, such as visiting family, sporting events, and 

social gatherings and even travelling abroad. 

Added to this now, is the loss of being able to come together as a community 

of believers to celebrate the Eucharist on a Sunday and weekdays as of the 

19th of March, the Solemnity of St Joseph, Husband of Mary. We turn to his 

intercession and that of the Blessed Virgin, as we pray for ourselves and all 

those who are suffering of COVID-19. These are preventative measures 

offered to us by the Bishop’s of Scotland on advice from the Scottish 

Government and health professionals. I know that they have issues their 

Pastoral Letter with a heavy heart. Please pray for Bishop John and all the 

Bishops’ of Scotland. 

At this unprecedented time, we can feel at a loss as to how we, as followers 

of Jesus, should react. 

Cont. on next page 



 

 

I would like to offer you three concrete responses that we can engage in 

proactively: 

1. Pray: This may sound trite, but fear turns us inwards. We need to fight the 

urge to merely self-protect and go before God for all who are sick, dying and 

all who are caring for them. Let’s renew our confidence in the power of 

prayer! 

2. Protect: By this I mean we should be attentive to guard the health of the 

most vulnerable in our community, including those who are 60 years or 

older—a significant portion of our parish. Social distancing through limited 

physical contact and self-quarantining, as needed, can be a gesture of love at 

this time. 

3. Pursue: We remain parishes that are on a mission! This is an opportunity 

for us to turn our gaze outwards. Please think of creative ways to support 

one another, especially those most isolated and lonely, through phone calls, 

video chats, etc. 

I would be very keen to have our churches open for you to come and pray 

privately. Therefore, beginning on Monday 23rd March, between the hours 

of 12 midday until 6pm, both churches will be open. I will be available for 

confessions on Friday mornings between 10am and 11am in St John Bosco 

and again on Saturday morning between 10am and 11am in St Bernadette’s. 

Please also contact me if you require the Sacrament of the Sick. 

I am currently working to set up the capability for Livestreaming Mass and 

we will offer other Spiritual events on-line. Please keep watching 

Catholicerskine, Facebook and Twitter accounts as well as the Website 

where we will keep you up to date. 

It is a great sadness for me personally, that I will not be able to celebrate the 

Eucharist with you, but please be assured that I will celebrate Mass privately 

each day and you will all be in my hearts and prayers. 

Every blessing in Christ,  Fr. David Boyd 



 

 

A message from  the Bulletin Team: Please note that the bulletin will 

continue during this time  to keep everyone up to date. The layout may 

change during this time, such as including some activities  aimed at those 

who may not always have access to online resources if they are self isolating. 

As Fr David mentioned in his letter: 

•  we encourage parishioners to use  our Facebook, website & Twitter 

along with any questions to the newsletter99@gmail.com or 

Erskinecatholicchurches@gmail.com which will  go to Fr David and his 

leadership team, and 

• both churches will be open for private prayer between 12pm—6pm. 

We would like to inform you that  ways of giving online are being looked at 

in order to keep the parishes financially supported at this difficult time.  In 

the meantime please drop any donations through the letterbox at either 

parish house, but do not put yourself at  risk to do so.   

Also, we  encourage our community to pray and keep connected, via phone, 

Skype or any other electronic means.  

Please let us know of any vulnerable people who need our help. 

We have created a dedicated email address for parishioners to use to 

contact the parish if they have concerns, or ideas that they would like to 

share and be promoted via the website, Newsletter, eNews, Facebook or 

Twitter.  It should also be used to inform us of anyone in the community that 

is in need of assistance.  We will do all that we can to help. 

Please share this email address COVID19@catholicerskine.info.  All emails 

will be answered.  

Thank you and God bless. 



 

 

Please note that  Bishop John  has advised that First Confessions, First Holy 

Communions and Confirmations have been postponed until a suitable time 

after the public health threat has passed. 

Message from the Bishops’ of Scotland regarding the 

Suspension of public celebrations of Holy Mass 

Given the recent official advice to reduce the spread of Covid-

19, the Bishops of Scotland have taken the difficult decision to 

suspend Holy Mass in public for the time being from Thursday 

19th March, the feast of St Joseph, Patron of the Universal 

Church. The Bishops, who are responding to an unprecedented 

crisis in modern times, wish to assure all those whom they lead that this 

decision has not been taken without much prayer and discernment.   

Priests will continue to celebrate Holy Mass in private with the particular 

intention of praying for those suffering from Covid-19 and for those who 

care for them. 

Churches will remain open for personal prayer and parish priests are 

encouraged to welcome individuals who seek consolation and 

encouragement from the Lord. Priests are also asked to be available for the 

reception of the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick and Holy 

Communion as and when they are needed especially for the sick and 

housebound. 

All Catholics in Scotland are asked to join with all the Churches in a National 

Day of Prayer this Sunday 22nd March and to pray the Rosary, the prayer of 

our Blessed Mother Mary, at 12 noon, asking Her intercession for our 

country and our world in this time of need.  

 

Read the full Pastoral Letter and Statement here. 

https://www.bcos.org.uk/Portals/0/Documents/Pastoral%20Letter%20and%

20Statement%20of%20Bishops%20re.%20Covid-19%20FINAL.pdf 



 

 

SCIAF Wee Box Appeal: Thousands of women in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo need your help right now. 

Decades of conflict and chaos in DR Congo have left a legacy of 

brutality and lawlessness in many areas. Armed groups fight 

for control of resources such as the precious minerals used in our smart 

phones. They use sexual violence and the threat of HIV to terrify and control 

communities. Rape is a weapon of war, used to show power and to shame 

and humiliate the victims. Tens of thousands of women have been left 

injured and traumatised. Survivors are stigmatised and even disowned by 

their husbands, families and communities. This has to stop. SCIAF are 

working to end sexual violence in DR Congo.  This year the UK Government 

will give £1 for each £1 donated.  Please collect a SCIAF Box and return it 

after Easter to help SCIAF in this project . 

Activity Page 

Colour in  picture below! 
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Across 

1. Lent continues until __________ 
____________. 

5. The Church gives us _______ weeks of 
Lent to prepare for Easter. 

8. The day Lent begins. 

9. The liturgical colour for Lent is 
________. 

11. Giving to the poor. 

 

Down 

2. To go without. 

3. Easter celebrates the ______ Mystery, 
the mystery of our dying to sins and 
rising with Christ to the new life of grace. 

4. We open out hearts to God’s love by 
the Lenten practices of _________. 

6. Lent is a time of ______. 

7. Going without food. 

8 Not eating meat. 
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Activity Page 

Colour in this week’s Psalm response! 
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Sudoku rules 

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3 box 

contains the digits 1 through 9. Don’t Repeat Any Numbers. 



 

 

Articles or Prayer requests for inclusion in this Newsletter should be emailed to:                 

thenewsletter99@gmail.com  by Thursday lunch time each week. Items will be included 

where space permits.  Parish Priest Rev David Boyd 

 

 

St John Bosco Barwood Road, 

 Erskine PA8 6AB  

Tel. 0141 812  7018 

email:stjohnbosco@rcdop.org.uk 

@StJohnBoscoRCChurchErskine 

St Bernadette’s Park Drive,  

Erskine PA8 7AE.   

Tel. 0141 812 7018  

email:stbernadette@rcdop.org.uk 

@StBernadettesRCChurchErskine 

 @CatholicErskine https://www.catholicerskine.website/   

Scottish Charity Number: SCO135141 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Alma Collum, 

Margaret Allan and James Wilson. 

On their anniversary please pray for Johnny McInally and Peter Connor.  

Please remember in your prayers for all who are sick especially John 

Murphy. 

For deaths, anniversaries and for those people who are ill and in need of our prayers 

please submit names by adding to the book in each Sacristy or by email to: 

thenewsletter99@gmail.com 

Psalm Response (can be used when livestreaming masses) 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Income  from 8th March 

  Offertory   Sick & Retired 

St John Bosco  £260    £130 

St Bernadette  £320    £200  
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