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22 July 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

I am writing to you to communicate our plans to re-open our church building to enhance our 
worship of God. I am being very deliberate with my words, because since March, we have truly 
worshipped God, even though we have not been physically together at the church. Still, the gift of 
being present at Mass and receiving Holy Communion is a pearl of great value. 

Over these past few weeks many people have been working hard to prepare the church for re-
opening for Mass.  We have been using the experience of re-opening for prayer to test and refine 
our procedures.  I ask you to please keep in mind that we are all new to this and we have never 
experienced Mass like this before.  We will have to monitor how things work out and make 
adjustments when they are needed.  We plan to schedule two Masses for the weekend of the 1st and 
2nd of August, with a Saturday 5.30pm Mass in St. John Bosco and a 10.30am Mass in St. 
Bernadette’s.  We will be able to accommodate less than 40 people at each Mass.  Livestream Mass 
will be at 10.30am on Sunday mornings. 

I don’t think any of us would have ever imagined such a complex situation with so many important, 
and competing, values. As your priest, I value your spiritual health as paramount. We have done 
everything we can to try to nourish you spiritually online, and we will continue to do so. On the 
other hand, I value your physical health. Never before have these two values been at odds. Looking 
at examples around the world, we can see the way the virus is so easily spread when leaders were 
slow to lockdown or rushed too quickly to re-open. I want you all to be safe and healthy, and I 
recognise that a significant portion of our parish (not least many of those who serve in ministry) fit 
into a vulnerable category. I want you to know that you shouldn’t feel any pressure to return to our 
church building until you feel comfortable and ready.  I would remind you that the obligation to 
attend Mass on Sunday is suspended. 

In addition to the above values which are extremely important, I value our mission. The fact that we 
have been a parish striving to be on mission has set us up for success during this challenging time.  
This is witnessed by the number of people watching Mass Livestream as well as those participating in 
our on-line prayers, on-line Alpha, The Gift, The Circle of Prayer, and the Life Groups.  You might 
have noticed that the tech team, has done a remarkable job improving the quality of the Sunday 
Livestream experience, week after week. If you go back and watch a Mass from March 2020, and 
you will see a stark difference. We want to maintain a certain standard of quality for the majority of 
people, who will continue to watch online.  To improve the quality, we have had to invest in new 
equipment which is not easily put away between Masses.  And so, it is a further challenge to develop 
ways to celebrate Mass with people present as well as continue to have the best quality online Mass.  
At this time, a priority is being placed on the sacraments, to allow people to come especially for 
Sunday Mass and Reconciliation. We are not yet ready to have the church open for weekday Masses. 
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The in-person experience of Mass will be different from what you have been used to.  Spending time 
in confined spaces poses a risk. Please do not discount this risk.  As a result, there will be limitations 
as to how we will celebrate Mass.  There will be no singing.  The Sunday homily will be available on a 
link on the parish website and Facebook pages, it will not be delivered at Mass. 

Attendance at Mass will require you to advance book.  You will not be able just to turn up 
unannounced.  The process for booking is: 

a. Online – This is the preferred option 
i. Via the  Website https://www.catholicerskine.website 

ii. Via Facebook @StJohnBoscosRCChurchErskine/ 
or   @StBernadettesRCChurchErskine/ 

Or by Phone by calling: 07564 927 634 
b. The booking request system opens each Monday at 8:00am and will close each 

Thursday at 5:00pm.  You will be contacted direct by Friday at 1.00pm to confirm if 
your request is successful/unsuccessful by phone or email.  

c. If more people request a place at Mass than we have places available, we will 
operate a queueing system.  Therefore, you may not get a place at Mass each week. 

d. A new booking request is required to be made every time you wish to 
attend. 

e. Track and trace details will be requested at time of booking and will be retained for 
21 days. 

When you attend  

1. Please follow the instructions given to you by the stewards for your health and safety 
2. Please arrive early as each person will require to be escorted to their seat, please queue in 

the household groups of your booking.  
3. Please bring your own mask – masks must be worn throughout the service. 
4. Please cancel if something comes up as places are limited. 

If you are shielding, have any underlying medical conditions that make you vulnerable or of you feel 
unwell on the day you are due to attend, then we would please ask that you do not attend. 

Finally, I ask for your patience and your prayers for all our ministers, and for me. We are trying to re-
open in a timely way, while maintaining all of these values. 

May God bless you 

Fr. David Boyd 
Parish Priest 
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